CHAPTER XXVI
TEMPORARY KINGS
ELSEWHERE I have described a custom of appointing a
temporary or a mock king to represent the real king for a
brief time, either annually or once for all at the beginning
of the new king's reign.1 To the examples which I have
there cited I may here add a few more. To begin with
temporary kings appointed for a brief time at the beginning
of a reign, among the Banyoro or Bakitara of Uganda, after
the death of a king, a solemn ceremony of purification was
performed by a princess for the whole land and the people.
Part of the ceremony was this. The prime minister, Bamu-
roga, went to one of the young princes and persuaded him
that the people had chosen him to be their king. The boy
was set upon the throne, and the real king, with all the chiefs,
came to do obeisance as though they acquiesced in the choice
and wished to take the oath of allegiance to him. They
brought with them presents of cows and offered him gifts
and congratulations. When all, including the real king,
had presented their offerings, the prime minister asked the
real king, " Where is your gift to me ? " The king gave a
haughty answer, saying that he had already given his gift
to the right person, whereupon the prime minister pushed
him on the shoulder, saying, " Go and bring my present."
The king thereupon called his followers and left the enclosure
in feigned anger. The prime minister then turned to the
mock king, saying, " Let us flee ; your brother has gone to
bring an army," and, taking the boy to the back of the throne-
room, he strangled him. This completed the death cere-
1 The Dying Go&> pp. 148-159.
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